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With one major fundraiser behind and two more 
back-to-back events ahead on August 2 and 4, the 
process has become routine, especially for the Lion 
members in charge of these events: the annual corn 
feed day with co-chairs, Lion Tom Anderson and 
Lion Gregg Fletcher, and the annual charity golf 
tournament co-chaired by Lion Stan Mustanski and 
Lion Jerry Biese.  

This Saturday, the majority of Lion members will 
get another long day’s workout when over 5,000 ears 
of sweet corn is cooked, husked and served from 10 
a.m. until 6 p.m.  “Not much has changed from last 
year,” said Fletcher. “The price has not gone up 
either for the all-you-can-eat corn. I consider that a 
good sign.” 

With the growing season about two weeks behind 
this year, there was some concern about getting 
enough corn from Sever Peterson for the day.  When 
Peterson opened the produce stands throughout Eden 
Prairie a few weeks ago, the corn sold was harvested 
in Mississippi. But the Minnesota grown corn 
matured on time and that will be picked for the Lions 
Club. Workers pick the corn early in the morning, 
which means that approximately only five hours time 

elapse between picking and steaming it in the custom 
cookers.  

Twenty tanks of gas donated by the Ferrellgas 
Company are used to cook the corn. Twenty cookers 
hold two dozen ears each, so there is always an ample 
supply on the way to the serving table.  “We’re 
looking forward to a great weather day and to serving 
this delicious hot sweet corn to lots and lots of 
people,” said Fletcher.   

Foursomes are filling up nicely according to co-
chairs Lion Stan Mustanski and Lion Jerry Biese. The 
11th annual Charity Golf Tournament will start as 
scheduled at 12:15 p.m. at the Dahlgren Golf Club in 
Chaska. Registration begins at 11 a.m. with the 
closing awards dinner at 6 p.m. 

Proceeds from this fundraising event are 
designated for two local non-profit organizations: 
Opportunity Partners and Meals on Wheels.  

“We always have a lot of fun at this tournament 
with plenty of sponsors and good prizes,” said 
Mustanski. “We are hoping for great weather to help 
all the players enjoy the day and to get through the 
fairways.” 

Eden Prairie Lions Fundraising Events Scheduled Back-to-Back 

Corn Feed co-chair Gregg Fletcher and Sven Olson do the husking before 
ears are sent to the serving station.. 

Rain or shine, individuals or families, the line for all-you-can-eat sweet 
corn never ends. 
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Challenges for Schooner Days 
 
There were new challenges this year for the 

Schooner Days event, co-chaired by Lion Gary 
Diamond and Lion Dennis Tully. A new site was 
designated north of the remodeled Community 
Center in the upper east parking lot. The space was 
large enough for the carnival to set up with all its 
concessions and rides and for the large bingo tent and 
the adjacent Lioness food tent.    

“I was very pleased with how the new site 
worked out, and especially with the new tent set up,” 
said Diamond. “Because the Lioness food tent 
offered plenty of room for them to serve customers, 
we also had a sort of mezzanine by the main 
entrance. This gave us a lot more room for the beer 
trailer and the ticket sales counter.”  

The same number of tables and chairs were 
available for the bingo games and extra room could 
be used as needed. Apres Tents, the tent service 
company, installed new and brighter lights. A 
portable stage was set up at one end to accommodate 
the numbers board and caller. Over 250 games of 
bingo were played throughout the weekend. “Both 
Dennis and I want to thank the many Lions who were 
on their feet selling cards and collecting tickets. They 
all did a fantastic job for us.”  

Lion treasurer Luther Nelson reported that the 
event profit was just under $15,000, down from 
previous years. “It’s always a bit of speculation as to 
why this is so,” said Diamond. “Some is due to the 
weather and there were a couple of downpour times. 
The new site itself may have been part of the 
decreased crowd.” He went on to say that the large 
white bingo tent could not be seen from Valley View 
Road. “All drivers could see in passing were the 
parked recreation vehicles and campers belonging to 
the carnival,” Diamond said. ”This even decreased 
their visibility as well.” 

Saturday night, the carnival was shut down at 9 
p.m. because of an electrical generator problem. This 
was also a prime time for business that was lost. 
Ample parking was available at the high school lots 
as well as the Round Lake spaces.  
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President’s Message 
Taking over as the new president, I have found 

two items:  the club is solvent and dinner prices are 
going up. Linda, Mary and her crew have done a 
magnificent job for menus and preparing great 
dinners. With food prices, gasoline, barrels of oil, all 
on the rise, this was inevitable:  just a $1 increase in 
meals.  

My thanks to all committee chairs for handling 
another year of duty. Almost all committee heads 
remain the same. The new directories are being 
worked on and you may expect a new directory very 
soon listing all essential information and again, 
combined with the Lioness.  

Haven’t had an eye glass reminder for some time. 
Lion Floyd Hagen would like us to bring in those 
old eye glasses so they can be processed and used 
again in the Lions sight programs. Bring eye glasses 
(and tell your friends and neighbors to do the same) 
to the corn feed. 

  ~ Lion President Brad Kolstad 

For the Schooner 
We welcome your comments and story ideas for the 
Schooner.  Send your comments via email to 
gjschell803@comcast.net.  Stories and material 
should be submitted by the 15th of each month for 
publication in the up-coming month. For further 
activities, check the Lions website: www.eplions.org. 

August Events 
5M5 All Zone Meeting 
Monday, August 11th is the date for District 
Governor Lion Bernie Braegelmann’s first Zone 
Meeting to be held at the Hopkins VFW.  All Club 
Presidents and Secretaries are requested to attend the 
zone meeting, all other Lions are welcome.  RSVP 
Brent Rickenbach ,Brent@Rickenbach.com, by 
August 4th if you would like to attend.  Social starts 
at 6PM and the cost is $18 for dinner. 
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Lion Jerry Johnson Aug 03 
Lion Joel Johnson Aug 05 
Lion Scott Turnbull Aug 12 
Lion Luther Nelson Aug 13 
Lion Paul Strot  Aug 15 
Lion Dan Kurtz  Aug 16 
Lion Dennis Tully Aug 20 
Lion Paul Theis  Aug 23 
Lion Boyd Wasson Aug 24 
Lion Steve Shea Aug 25 
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The beautiful Irish countryside forms the backdrop at a rest stop for Lion 
Dennis Tully and girlfriend Lori. 

Lion Dennis Tully Experiences a Different View of Ireland  

While most tourists see Ireland from a chartered 
bus or rental car, Lion Dennis Tully had a different 
viewpoint. Lion Tully and his girl friend recently saw 
the Emerald Isle from the seats of their bicycles.    

Lion Tully is a regular bike rider who tries to get 
at least one, sometimes two, 25 miles rides a 
weekend. He does not belong to a regular bike club.  

“I have wanted to see Ireland for quite some 
time, and with my kids grown and other parts of my 
life settled down, I decided this was the time to do 
it.” said Tully.  “Lori and I settled on the idea of a 
bike tour, which was a natural given our love for 
biking, exercise, and the outdoors. “   

Using the internet, they found VBT tours, a very 
experienced and well regarded company. 

The tour itself was one week long, with six days 
of riding. Each day, except for a trip to the Aryan 
Islands, was 20-40 miles, with options to do 
additional miles.  

“The support was excellent. We had two local 
tour guides. Each morning one would drive the van 
up and down the route to be sure we were all ok,” 
said Tully “The other would bike with us.” The 
support van was prepared to change flats, make 
repairs, or offer transport if someone didn’t want to 
or couldn’t ride.  

Tully reported that the group stayed at “fabulous 
B  & Bs” many of which had been in the families for 
generations. The rooms were interesting. Most had no 
TVs. No screens were on the windows because there 
were no bugs. Breakfast and dinner were provided, 
many prepared by talented and some even famous 
chefs. “We ate like pigs,” said Tully, “but lost weight 
on the ride due to all the exercise and fresh air.”  

Seventeen other people were on the bike tour. 

 

Heavy traffic and cars on the left side of the road, make crossing a Dublin 
street almost hazardous. 

“The remarkable thing was that Lori and I were the 
youngest riders. Several were in their fifties, but most 
were in their sixties,” he said. “We had a 76 year old 
man who kept up with the best of us. He tended to 
ride with his 80 year old friend, who did pretty well, 
but had some difficulty on some of the harder parts of 
the ride. All of them had been on one or more bike 
tours all over the world.”  

A lack of street signs was strange to Tully 
because here signs are everywhere. Not so in Ireland 
which made the ride more stressful. “Each morning 
we were given an itinerary listing the route, and all 
the turns to make. The problem is, without street 
signs, the directions would read like this: ‘In 6.2 
miles, bear left at inverted Y’, or ‘in 3.3 miles turn 
left.’ Sometimes they’d throw in ‘just past the brown 
house on the left.’  But I only made one wrong turn.” 

Random thoughts from Tully: 
The Irish people were so hospitable. The ride was 

magnificent. Narrow roads, lots of cows and sheep, 
no shoulders, not too bad as there were few cars.   

Great weather-normally pretty rainy at this time 
in May. Sunny except for one day. 

Stayed up for two days to minimize jet lag. 
Exhausted. We toured the Guinness plant in Dublin 
and were disappointed in that it was not a working 
plant. It had been shut down for years. Had a nice 
pint after the tour on the seventh floor which was all 
glass and offered a nice view of Dublin and the 
mountains.  

Despite intellectually knowing that traffic is on 
the “wrong side of the road,” it was still hard to cross 
the street in Dublin. Lots of traffic, and it always 
seemed cars would come from nowhere to almost run 
over us.    

Would I recommend this tour to others? 
Absolutely! 
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