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When you have the time, take a walk up the hill 
to the dormitory building, the long center building in 
the camp complex, originally built in 1025.  From the 
outside the building looks historical in aspect. Step 
inside and you see the immediate results of the Eden 
Prairie Lions Club financial commitment to the 
camp. 

The dormitory certainly doesn’t look like a  vamp 
dormitory of an earlier time. The building is designed 
in three sections:  the north and south sleeping areas 
and a huge center part, the all-purpose room with 
kitchen facilities, bathroom and showers for men and 
women. Each wing of the sleeping area has been 
turned into four separate rooms, each having a 
potential of four built-in bunk beds, desk, chair and a 
closet area. The room’s walls and bunks are made 

from white pine, varnished for protection, giving 
each room a light modern interior.   The surprising 
thing is the privacy the rooms afford.  

The center room will have a plaque designating 
the financial donors and the name “Lions Den.” 
Tables, chairs and comfortable lounges are provided. 
New handicapped accessible restrooms are located 
off this center area and offer the latest in plumbing, 
granite wash basins, huge mirrors, and private 
handicap equipped shower facilities. White tile 
everywhere makes the baths easy to keep clean.  

Remodeling ran into difficulties with the 
dormitory building windows. The center property 
was given to the city by Hennepin County, but due to 
the historic designation placed on the property in 

Lion Investments Mean Better Camp Eden Wood Facilities 

Lion Mike Gust points out the new foundation bricks installed to level the 
dormitory building and give support. 

Inside one of the new dormitory rooms with built in bunk beds; Lioness 
members made the curtains. 

Working hard and fast is the husking crew with Lion Gregg Fletcher, co-
chair of the corn feed on the right. 

Sign Up for Corn Feed Day 
“Be sure to come to the Monday, July 21 regular 

meeting to put your name down on the sign-up work 
schedule sheet for Corn Feed Day,” said Lion Gregg 
Fletcher, co-chair of the fundraising event.  Along 
with co-chair Lion tom Anderson, he stressed that 
this is so important because of the many work tasks 
involving in getting things done right.  

Hours are from 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. at Round 
Lake pavilion where the steam cookers will be set up. 
Twenty custom make cookers are used heated by 
propane gas with each tray holding 24 ears of corn.  

After steam cooking, the ears are shucked, sent 
directly to the serving line and dipped in plenty of 
real butter. Last year over 5,000 ears of sweet corn 
were served with the Lioness adding a sloppy joe 
sandwich and chips to the “all-you-can-eat” option 
for a ticket price of $6. 

Camp Eden Wood … Continued on Page 3 
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President’s Message 
 

 The 2008-2009 Lions year starting July 1, is 
shaping up to be another exciting one. The 
summer of 2009 will see our state clubs hosting 
the International Lions Convention. Minneapolis 
last hosted the international convention in 1993 
when over 15,000 Lions came to Minnesota for 
the four day affair. Local clubs will be called 
upon for many volunteer services to make sure 
the  convention is successful. More about this in 
later newsletters as information develops 

 May 30 turned out to be a new day for the 
club at Schooner Days. We had a new locations 
for the bingo tent next to the Community Center. 
The Lioness had a larger separate tent area to sell 
food and drinks to the masses. A short burst of 
rain on Friday and Saturday nights did nothing to 
damper the spirits inside the tents. The power did 
go out for the carnival Saturday night, but the 
bingo tent was filled to capacity with no power 
loss. The $400 coverall bingo game Saturday 
night was divided between two winners.  

 Lion Dennis Tully gave me the chance to 
call bingo on Saturday afternoon. I was warned 
however that the vaudeville cane may come out if 
I was bombing at center stage. I help out long 
enough to hand over the microphone to Lion 
Jerry Hall , our club’s favorite bingo caller. 
There were 236 games played over the three day 
event. The landmark, schooner, remained dry 
inside under the canvas despite two downpours.  
This put a smile on Lion Wilbur Gjersvik’s  
face, one of the primary restorer’s on the 
schooner.  

 I want to thank everyone in the Eden Prairie 
Lions Club for a wonderful year as President. 
Incoming President Lion Brad Kolstad will 
have a great year at the helm. 

 
--Lion Bruce Enger 

For the Schooner 
We welcome your comments and story ideas for the 
Schooner.  Send your comments via email to 
gjschell803@comcast.net.  Stories and material 
should be submitted by the 15th of each month for 
publication in the up-coming month. For further 
activities, check the Lions website: www.eplions.org. 

July Events 
Meeting Trifecta 
Monday, July 21st Camp Eden Wood is the place to 
be to  kick-off of our 2008-2009 Lion Year.  We will 
have our annual Lions Foundation Meeting, followed 
by a short general meeting, and completed by a quick 
board of directors meeting.  Our Corn Feed (not corn 
fed) Chairmen and Golf Chairs will be there to sign 
people up for tasks to support our upcoming events. 

‘08-‘09 Foundation Officers 
Lion Bruce Enger, President 
Lion Brad Kolstad, Vice President 
Lion Jerry Biese, Secretary 
Lion Luther Nelson, Treasurer 
Lioness Stacy Enger, Director 
Lioness Vernette Fox, Director 
Lioness Ruth Gustafson, Director 
Lion Jerry Johnson, Advisor 
Lion Norm Friederichs, Advisor 
Lion Mikkal Gust, Advisor 
Lion Burdell Wessels, Advisor 
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Lion Jeffrey Earl Jul 13 
Lion Larry Heuer Jul 15 
Lion Paal Romdahl Jul 18 
Lion Tom Anderson Jul 20 
Lion Mike Campbell Jul 23 
Lion Lynn Swanson Jul 28 
Lion Bernie Galler Jul 29 
Lion Brad Mlynar Jul 30 
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l999, Friendship Ventures has had to make 
compromises in plans. The original windows in the 
dormitory were maintained, but new thermo-pane 
modern glass windows were installed inside. The old 
historic look is preserved, while the modern windows 
protect the building inside, now providing year round 
use.  A new roof and ventilators have been installed. 
City water also has been piped in.   

Beneath the 3,709 sq.ft. Building is a lower level 
tornado shelter large enough to house the entire camp 
personnel. New air conditioners, furnaces, and hot 
water heaters are located in the well lighted basement 
walk in area. The entire building has been brought up to 
city and state codes with electrical wiring, plumbing 
and fire sprinkler systems. A new fire alarm central box 
is linked directly to City Hall and the fire station.  

Some outside maintenance included a new entry 
and doorways, and some landscaping.  Earlier the dorm 
building was raised two feet to accommodate 
construction of a new foundation. This time around, 
new foundation corner bricks were installed giving 
additional support and used to level the entire building. 
New foam forms with re- enforced cement give more 
solidarity to the foundation.   

The old dining hall, Birch Hall, located just south 
of the dormitory building, is used as a general-purpose 
facility, with meeting space with room for many tables 
and chairs, play areas, a large open space, and a craft 
area. This is ideal as extra classroom space and for use 
in inclement weather.  

The camp’s construction projects have been aided 
considerately by Eden Prairie Lions club financial 
commitments, help from the Lioness Club, the West 
Bloomington Lions Club, and the Bloomington Lions 
Club. There have been matching grants from the 
International Lions Foundation. Many Boy Scout Eagle 

projects had added special needed improvements. There 
is also in-kind help from businesses and trade unions 
including the Minneapolis Building and Construction 
Trades and affiliated unions. 

Eden Prairie Lions and Lioness have been involved 
with Friendship Ventures and Camp Eden Wood since 
1997 with over $145,000 invested.  Last May the third 
installment of $10.000 was paid to Friendship 
Ventures. The club committed $50,000 over a five year 
period for improvements and remodeling.   

Friendship Ventures, who leases the property from 
the city, provides a variety of unique programs to serve 
all ages and levels of disabilities for clients. One of the 
goals for the camp has been year-round access that will 
increase ability to serve other disability groups and 
reach out to community groups.  

Camp Eden Wood has come a long way with new 
construction, building remodeling and improvements, 
all adding to the value as a year-round camp. Some 
buildings still have the historical look outside, but a 
completely modern and efficient look inside. 

Camp Eden Wood Continued 

Lion Mike Gust shows the new hallway and room construction in the 
dormitory wing. 

EP Lions Foundation Charity Golf Tournament Set for Monday, August 4th 
 

Lion Stan Mustanski and Lion Jerry Biese are 
ready to tee off for the 11th annual Charity Golf 
Tournament sponsored by the Eden Prairie Lions 
club foundation on Monday, August 4.   

The four person scramble format will begin at 
12:15 p.m. at the Dahlgreen Golf Club, four miles 
west of Chaska on Highway 212. Registration begins 
at 11 a.m. and a closing awards dinner is at 6 pm. 

“We always have a lot of fun at this tournament,” 
said Mustanski, “and we are hoping for great weather 
to help all the players get through the fairways.”  

This year the Lions will donate the profits to two 
local non-profit organizations.  

Opportunity Partners helps people with 
disabilities live, learn and work in the community. 
The proceeds will support a center in Eden Prairie for 

seniors offering opportunities for participants to 
socialize, get special care and be part of the community 

Meals on Wheels of Eden Prairie delivers nutritious 
noontime meals to people in the community, enabling 
them to remain independent and in their own homes. 

Several sponsors have signed up to help with the 
tournament at various monetary levels. Contests 
include the longest drive, the longest putt, closest to the 
pin, a skins game, putt extenders and mulligan.  
Awards will be made at the closing dinner. 

Cost for the day is $85 with cart, dinner and prize 
drawings.  “We are looking for a good turnout so that 
the two designated organizations will benefit from our 
day of fun and fundraising,” said Biese.  

There is still time to enter as a player or as a 
sponsor. Call Lion Stan Mustanski at 612-327-6900. 
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Schooner Days 2008 Signals the Start of Summer! 

Bingo tent was filled to capacity many times and 
many playing many cards to increase their winning 
luck at cover all. 

Proud winners of bingo games and happy kids are, left to 
right, Billy Thomas, Conner Olson and Andrew O’Bert.  
 


