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Lioness members Shirley Truempi, Lonnie Anderson, and Kate Friederichs open 
their boutique gift table 

Hawk Nyhammer welcomes State Representative Eric Paulsen to the breakfast 

The weather Sunday, April 20, was not as sunny 
as expected, but there was no snow, no rain, no lower 
than normal temperatures.  Good enough to bring in a 
steady flow of people from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. for the 
breakfast event according to Lynn Swanson and Dean 
Schmandke, co-chairs. “This was the third year the 
Lions Club has held the pancake breakfast at Camp 
Eden Wood,” said Swanson. “We certainly think that 
this has been successful.”  

Most of the bills are paid and Lion treasurer 
Luther Nelson reports that the total ticket sales to 
date are at $4,200, which is a net amount, versus the 
grand total of 2007 of $4,265. Total placement ad 
revenue is $150 more than last year.    

Lion Nelson reports that less than half of the 
membership hass turned in money for tickets. “Please 
mail in the ticket sales money to the Lions, or bring 
the tickets sales money to the next regular meeting on 
May 5.” said Lion Jerry Biese, secretary. “We would 

like to close the books on this successful pancake 
breakfast.”   

The annual pancake breakfast is becoming a 
social affair as well as a functional event because 
many of the same families return and many meet 
their friends or relatives for breakfast according to 
Swanson. “This year our table capacity was just 
about the same, but more eight place family tables 
were used,” he said. “The weather was too cold to set 
up tables outside on the north patio.”  

“The pancake breakfast committee certainly 
wants to thank the hard working Lions members who 
volunteered their time to do a great job cooking, 
serving and being waiters in the dining room,” said 
Swanson. “We have already put in our order for a 
beautiful day for April 2009!”   

Lynn Swanson and Dean Schmandke will again 
serve as co-chairmen for next year’s pancake 
breakfast.  

. Lion Paul Strot & daughter, Molly, take a break from serving orange juice. 
 

Ali & Jack Skinner learn the basics of flipping cakes from Lion Gary Diamond 

EP Lions Pancake Breakfast Event a Financial and Social Success 
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Club Calendar of Events 
 

Steak Fry   May 5th 
  Bloomington Lions Joint Meeting 
Friendship Club Charter Night May 14th 
Officer Installation  May 19th 
  Board Meeting 
Schooner Days   May 29th - June 1st 
Family Picnic   June 16th 

President’s Message 
 
Welcome back a newly made friend Lion Jean 

Paul Espinasse of the Saint-Witz  Montmelian, 
France Lions club. Jean Paul was here helping with 
Fourth of July beer sales in our booth last year and 
met several Lions members who welcomed him then. 
He will return on July 18 and remain in the 
community on business through October. In 
December, he sent a Lions banner from his club in 
France.  This is now hanging as part of our large 
banner. Lion Jerry Biese arranged for the E. P. 
News to be delivered in France each week for Jean 
Paul to read and keep abreast of our events.  

 
A charter night for the Eden Prairie Friendship 

Lions is scheduled for Wednesday, May 14, at the 
Camp Eden Wood Center at 6 p.m. Our members are 
cordially invited to attend this special event by Lion 
John Warner who is acting secretary of the club to be 
chartered. After the charter is awarded by Lion 
dignitaries, the Eden Prairie Friendship Lions will be 
official (See a separate story in this issue). The 
evening will include Lion officials, community 
guests, speakers, entertainment, a meal, and possibly 
a silent auction. This is a great event which we all 
should support. 

 
Lion Gary Diamond has been given the 

authority to take a second order for shirts and hats. 
The club will continue to make up the price 
difference. Prices remain at $20 for shirts, $8 for 
hats. Orders are made on a pre-paid basis only with at 
least ten shirts ordered before placing the total order. 
Here’s your chance to stock up or to have a spare 
shirt. Thanks Lion Gary for taking on this job.   

It’s “tent up” time for Schooner Days on 
Thursday, May 29, 5 p.m., at the new site, just north 
of the Eden Prairie Community Center. Co-chairs 
Lion Gary Diamond and Lion Dennis Tully are 
asking members to bring a food item to share. The 
main dish of ribs will be there. This is a good time to 
check your work schedule for the weekend starting 
Friday, May 30 through Sunday, June 1.  

 
~Lion President Bruce Enger 

For the Schooner 
We welcome your comments and story ideas for the 
Schooner.  Send your comments via email to 
gjschell803@comcast.net.  Stories and material 
should be submitted by the 15th of each month for 
publication in the up-coming month. For further 
activities, check the Lions website: www.eplions.org. 

May Programs 
 
May 5th – Steak Fry: “Delicious as usual,” says Lion 
Gary Simenson, coordinator, with a menu of bacon 
wrapped fillets, potato salad and baked beans.  
Speaker: Dean Dalton, former Minnesota Vikings 
coach and longtime Eden Prairie resident, is now an 
analyst covering the NFL for ESPN.com, a host for a 
Sirius Radio show as well as an analyst and host for 
several television programs on Fox Sports Net.  This 
includes being a weekly co-host for “Sports Wrap,” 
on KSTP, Ch. 5.  Dalton is a national spokesman for 
the NFL’s “All Pro Dad” program.  

 
May 19th – Lions 5M5 District Governor Roger 

Badenhop will be on hand to install our incoming 
officers. 

The mystery was removed from the EP Lions Mystery Night 
by the volunteer tour guides who answer questions about the 
22 aircraft at the Minnesota Air National Guard Museum.  
Many of our Lions designed, flew, and maintained many of 
the platforms now residing at the museum.  It was exciting to 
hear the “war stories” over food and refreshments during the 
evening. 

The annual Birch Island Woods Plant Sale , benefiting 
Camp Eden Wood, runs from Friday, May 9 until Sunday, 
May 18 at the Pecha farm. Prices are low and selections 
high. Some EP Lions are volunteer workers for the sale.  
Stop down and show your support!  
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Eden Prairie Friendship Lions are beginning an 
Internet Lions Club whose membership will include 
folks confined at home, disabled individuals, group 
home staff, Friendship Venture staff, and kind good 
neighbors, all who love to serve. Chartering this new 
club is scheduled for Wednesday, May 14, 6 p.m., at 
Eden Wood Center.  

 “This is a Lions International Club within the 
MD5M Minnesota district,” said John Warmer, 
development specialist. “As an Internet Lion Club 
member, you need only attend meetings by 
answering the monthly Lions Club e-mail.”  

Attending meetings on the internet allows you to 
qualify as a full member in Lions International. 
Mandatory e-mail meetings will be held on the 
internet so access to a computer is necessary. People 
may use their own computers or have others help 
with completing meeting reports on any online 
computer. Occasional club meeting will be held to 
socialize in person with other club members. 
According to Warner, members will make an effort to 
help members desiring to attend social gatherings and 
projects who are unable to attend on their own.  

Eden Prairie Friendship Lions believe that group 
home providers and their clients along with other 
participants will find additional independence and a 
valuable opportunity as a Lion for community 
involvement and service. “Our hope is that staff will 
find it enjoyable, helpful, and be willing to assist 
persons with difficulties in this adventure,” said 
Warner. “An aim is to help involve clients in 
communities and to serve communities that have 
welcomed them as neighbors.”\ 

Warner adds that he hopes members will 
consider joining this ground breaking, first-of-its-
kind Lions Club. To received an application or for 
more information, call 612-202-7197.  Applications 
will also be available at the May 14 charter meeting.  

Three components make up proposed funding for 
renovation and development at Camp Eden Wood. 
One is the E.P. Lions Club donation of $50,000 over 
a five year period.  

The third installment of $10,000, will be 
presented to Friendship Venture officials at the May 
5 meeting. Previous installments have been used to 
remodel the dormitories and dining hall. Through 
much volunteer labor, major improvements have 
been made especially enlarging the facilities and 
making them livable in the winter months.   The 
buildings have been joined through  room additions 
and handicap accessible bathrooms.  

Another funding component was added when the 
city of Eden Prairie applied for a grant from the state 
legislature.  A master plan for the camp’s future 
development was presented to the city council and 
this included new grading and entrance 
improvements. The grant proposal was rejected by a 
legislative bonding committee according to City 
Manager, Scott Neal. Neal said he would probably 
try for the funding proposal again in 2010 when the 
next bonding bill is written in the state legislature.  

At a recent board meeting, the Lions Club 
International Foundation trustees approved a grant of 
$50,000 to renovate the Camp Eden Wood Center, 
the third funding component.  The trustees 
commended the Eden Prairie Lions for their long 
standing support of the camp. This grant money goes 
to the District Governor who then will distribute 
funds for the improvement of the  

Camp as projects are approved and verified.  
One requirement is that a plaque must be 

displayed with the inscription “This project made 
possible through the cooperation of Lions Clubs 
International Foundation.” Some of this grant money 
may be used for a permanent health center for the 
camp. This was displaced when the dormitories were 
remodeled.  

 “Through the years, our Lions Club has been 
very supportive with labor and money for the 
improvement of the facilities here,” said Lion Mike 
Gust. “We have a very large investment including the 
building where our meetings are held. We have seen 
great improvements here all aimed at serving the 
population better.” 

Lion members are encouraged to take the time 
before the next meeting starts or sometime during the 
work day, to tour the remodeled area to see the 
improvements that have been made. Just walk up the 
hill and enter the dormitory section to see the inside 
changes and improvements. 

Friendship Internet Lions Club 
Sets Charter Meeting 
 

Camp Eden Wood Funding 

Happy Birthday 

Lion Ken Mulder May 08 
Lion Ted Muller May 21 
Lion Vince Immordino May 26 
Lion Larry Stenzel May 29 
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Return to P.C.C. Mikkal Gust 
Eden Prairie Lions Club 
7280 Prairie View Drive 
Eden Prairie, MN 55346 

 PLACE 

FIRST CLASS 

STAMP 

HERE 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Visit us on the web at 
     www.eplions.org 

   
 

 


