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The Eden Prairie Lions club members are well on 
their way into the next season.  With Spring just 
around the corner, that means the Fundraising Season 
gets underway with member ticket sales, sign up 
sheets for jobs and many hours of volunteer work 
ahead.   

The major fundraisers and the chairpersons are: 
the Pancake Breakfast, with Lion Lynn Swanson 
and Lion Dean Schmandke in charge; Schooner 
Days directed by Lion Gary Diamond and Lion 
Dennis Tully; Fourth of July beer stand, set up by 
Lion Gary Simenson and Lion Burdell Wessels; 
Corn Feed Day chaired by Lion Gregg Fletcher and 
Lion Tom Anderson; and then the Golf Tournament 
guided by Lion Stan Mustanski and Lion Jerry 
Biese. Two more events that can’t be overlooked are 
the softball tournaments for both Schooner Days and 
the Corn Feed arranged and administered by Lion 
Brad Mlynar . 

These activities bring in around $40,000 and 
possibly more, for distribution in the community for 
service projects and people in need. All the volunteer 
work, ticket sales, and planning pays off proving the 
Lions Club motto: “We Serve.”  

All committees have started the planning process 
and the first fundraiser on the calendar is the pancake 
breakfast set for Sunday, April 20 from 8 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Tickets were handed out to each member at the 
February 18 meeting as well as starting the sign up 
sheet for volunteer jobs. Over half of the membership 
has signed up for jobs and have been briefed on 
duties ranging from cooks, ticket sellers, to servers 

and waiters as well as clean up.   
The committee obtains an itinerant food license 

from the city and state and has invited Friendship 
Ventures respite guests to the breakfast at no charge. 
Ticket prices will remain the same as last year: $6 a 
person, $20 for a family, under 5 free. The ads will 
state “All the pancakes you can eat,” but the sausages 
with pancakes will be reduced to two from three with 
additional links for $.25.  

“This is the third year the Lions have held the 
annual fundraiser at Camp Eden Wood,” said Lynn 
Swanson, co-chair. “The location moved to the Camp 
Eden Wood site so that the club could boost the 
fundraiser dollar goal. It seemed to work and the 
crowds were pleased.”  

The annual pancake breakfast is becoming a 
social affair as well as a functional event because 
many of the same families return and many meet 
their friends or relatives for breakfast according to 
Dean Schmandke. “Last year we added picnic tables 
just outside the north entrance and many families 
took advantage of that treat and the good weather. If 
the weather is nice, we will probably do the same 
thing,” said Schmandke. 

The Lions club has committed funds to help with 
the remodeling project at Camp Eden Wood, 
specifically the old dining hall and the dormitory. 
Bringing the buildings up to code will help facilitate 
more people who use the camp year round.  

 Tickets may be purchased at the door starting 
at 8 a.m. Maps are printed on the reverse side of the 
tickets and “We will have plenty of signs pointing the 
way so people won’t get lost,” said Swanson.   

The Lions crew first shift lined up ready to start 
serving the customers at 8:00 A.M. 

Happy breakfasters fill the Camp Eden Wood dining hall 
enjoying the socializing and all you can eat pancakes. 

Fundraiser Season Begins for Eden Prairie Lions 
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Upcoming Programs 
 

March 3rd – Southwest Metro Transit speaker 
CEO Len Simich, who will bring us up to date with the 
latest on the transit scene as well as how this affects us 
in E.P.   Question and answer period at the end of the 
presentation. 

March 17th - Be wearin' of the green on this truly 
Irish Night.   A little bit of music, a little bit of history, a 
little bit of myth, and the true story of what St. Patrick 
did to be remembered.  There might even be a little bit 
of green brew! 

April 7th – Mystery Night! 
April 21st – The State of the City with Scott Neal, 

Eden Prairie City Manager bringing us up to date on 
what's new and what's planned for E.P. Question and 
answer period after the presentation. 

2008-2009 Slate of Officers 
  
 President  Lion Brad Kolstad 
 1st Vice President Lion Kevin Honius 
 2nd Vice President Lion Dan Kurtz 
 3rd Vice President Lion Jeff Earl 
  
 Secretary  Lion Jerry Biese 
 Treasurer  Lion Luther Nelson 
 Lion Tamer  Lion Gregg Fletcher 
 
 1 Year Director Lion Joel Johnson 
 1 Year Director Lion Doug Brown 
 
 2 Year Director Lion Dean Schmandke 
 2 Year Director Lion Ted Muller 
 
 Membership Lion Andy Bergan 
 
 Past President Lion Bruce Enger 
 

Scholarship Forms Now Ready 
 

New scholarship forms are now available through 
the Lions Club web site and at the Resource Center at 
the high School. The club is awarding eight $1,000 
scholarships to qualifying seniors who live in Eden 
Prairie regardless of the school they attend. 
Applicants must have a good academic standing and 
be civic minded as shown by volunteer work or 
community projects.  Students who apply should be 
planning to attend a four year college or university or 
a two year technical or vocational school in the 2008-
09 school year. Instructions are on the scholarship 
form with a Friday, March 28 deadline. The winners 
will be announced at the EPHS awards night, 
Thursday, May 15. 

President’s Message 
 

 Several Eden Prairie Lions Club members 
ventured to Las Vegas to visit Lion Vince 
Immordino  January.  Lion Bruce Enger, Chuck 
Stanek, and Daniel  Seinberg, joined Lion Vince 
for a mystery night experience Vegas style.  

 Other Lions questioned this group Tuesday 
morning about what they did. Lion Enger 
responded that “We had a heavenly good time 
with Lion Vince as our host.” Rumor has it that 
the group went to one of the largest scrap 
booking stores in Vegas. Unfortunately, the 
scrapbooks were lost by U. S. Airways on the 
return flight to the Twin Cities. As Lion Vince 
says, “What happens in Vegas, stays in Vegas.” 
Lion Floyd and Jacquie, Lions Wilbur and Jerry 
plus their wives, were sighted heading down the 
highway to sights which included Hoover Dam 
and Valley of Fire. 

 Thanks to Lion Vince for a great Vegas 
experience. This is bound to become an annual 
event for the EP Lions!  

 At the District 5M5 convention, the annual 
Paradeof Checks went well at the Sunday 
morning ceremony. The EP Lions checks 
amounted to $5.500 and were distributed as 
follows:  

 Lions Minnesota Eye Bank: $1,000. 
 Lions Hearing Foundation: $1,000. 
 Molecular Degeneration: $1.000. 
 Lions Leader Dog: $500. 
 Diabetes Research: $500. 
 Hearing Service Dog: $500. 

. 
The club’s motto always: “We serve.” 

~Lion President Bruce Enger 
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For Lion Floyd Berntsen, going south became a 
reality when he booked a travel adventure to the 
Antarctica region last January that became the “trip 
of a lifetime.”  

The eleven day excursion was booked through 
Vantage Travel Company and the Orient Cruise Line, 
starting and ending in Buenos Aires, Argentina. The 
group toured the city and saw many of the district 
barrios (neighborhoods). A highlight was visiting a 
working cattle ranch on the pampas (plains).  

Leaving Buenos Aires by air, Berntsen arrived in 
Ushuaia, the capital of Tierra del Fuego, territory of 
Argentina, the southernmost city in the world. Then it 
was time to board the expedition ship, the Marco 
Polo, equipped with ice-strengthened hull and 
inflatable landing crafts called Zodiacs. The ship was 
a smaller size cruiser with about 500 people on 
board. “It was reassuring to know that our captain 
had experience on ice breaker ships in the North 
Artic Circle,” aid Berntsen.  

The ship headed through some remarkable 
landscape and the very windy Drake Passage, which 
took them to the fringes of the Antarctic Peninsula. 
That night, the  crew  made sure that all portholes 
were covered with steel plates, just in case the seas 
were especially rough and high waves could do some 
damage to the ship. Nothing like that occurred.  “We 
were introduced to the region by expert naturalists 
and scientists from all over the world who presented 
very good slides and lectures.” he said.   

With good weather and encountering little ice, 
the ship cruised around the natural volcanic 
amphitheater of Deception Island and Cuverville 
Island. “Here we visited a former whaling station and 
saw plenty of Gentoo penguins with the distinctive 
orange bills and also the chin strap penguins,” 
Berntsen said. “These penguins are not as large as the 
Emperor penguins, but just as much fun to watch.”  

Zodiac craft were used for ship to shore 
excursions, led by expert guides. “We all wore about 
knee length boots as we went ashore because we had 
to do a little wading from the Zodiac to the shore,” he 
said. Only a hundred passengers were allowed ashore 
at one time. Officials are very protective of the 
continent. Visits were made to Chile and Argentine’s 
research stations. The Chilean station had a small gift 
shop and post office. All passports were stamped 
Antarctica here, and “this make the trip official.”  

Berntsen said that the glacial scenery was 

 

unbelievable. Sailing through the Lemaire Channel 
was “so beautiful and spectacular with peaks as high 
as 3,000 feet and their reflections perfectly visible in 
the water below.” 

The Marco Polo was a very comfortable ship, 
with only 486 on board. The smaller compact size 
allowed her to slip into ports that are off-limits to 
larger cruise ships. “The food and service was fine,” 
said Berntsen. “The temperatures were warmer than I 
expected, mostly in the 40s and up to a 48 degrees 
high one day. Some days, people ate lunch and even 
ice cream outside on the deck where table and chairs 
were set up.”  

Packing for the trip was not a real problem as 
long as “You remembered to take clothing that could 
be layered.“ 

Berntsen added that each passenger received an 
official red expedition parka that was very 
comfortable and warm. “We wore them on shore 
excursions. Of course, they are fine to wear in our 
Minnesota winter. I treasure my red parka especially 
the large colorful Antarctica logo which is sewed on 
as a shoulder patch.”  

All too soon it was back to Ushuaia and the 
nineteen hour flight home. “This was a wonderful 
and educational trip which I really enjoyed,” said 
Berntsen, “and I’ve gone about as far south as you 
can go!” 

Happy Birthday 
Lion Dick Howell Mar 02 
Lion Bob Carling Mar 17 
Lion Robbie Pashina Mar 17 
Lion Clayton Hargrove Mar 20 
Lion Bob Grootwassink Mar 23 
Lion George Schell Mar 24 
Lion Paul Yager Mar 25 
Lion Floyd Hagen Mar 31 

L i o n  F l o y d  B e r n t s e n  H i g h l i g h t s  A n t a r c t i c a  A d v e n t u r e 

Mystery Night 
 
Bus leaves City Hall at 5:30 PM on April 7th.  We 
have room for 45 Mysterians.  If you can join us I 
will need you to call me and give me your name, date 
of birth, and driver’s license number.  I would like to 
have the information by Friday, March 28th 
    Brent 
    952-921-6091 
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