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TWINS PRESIDENT FEATURED SPEAKER IN FEBRUARY 

Dave St. Peter, the Twins President, will be the 
guest speaker at a joint meeting with the Chanhassen 
Lions Club on Monday, February 18. St. Peter begins 
his 19th year  with the Twins in 2008, after being 
named the fourth President in Minnesota Twins 
history in November 2002. 

His topic at the meeting will cover a variety of 
job aspects and an update on the new stadium 
construction. This will be followed by a question and 
answer period.  

St. Peter has a wide job spectrum overseeing the 
team’s strategic planning process and the club’s 
business departments including ticket sales and 
service, corporate partnerships, marketing, 
community affairs, communications, broadcasting, 
stadium operations, human resources and finance.  

He is also involved in business-related baseball 
decisions as well as the development, design and 
construction of the new Twins-Hennepin County 
ballpark to be built in Minneapolis’ historic 
warehouse district. He has held a variety of positions 
with the organization including vice president of 
corporate communications. He assembled a sales and 
marketing staff which has increased annual 
attendance by more than 110% from 2000-2007.   

In recent years, St. Peter has been past of a 
leadership team helping the franchise post six 
consecutive winning seasons while winning four 
American League Central Division championships in 
the past five seasons (2002, 2004, 2006).During St. 
Peter’s leadership tenure the Twins have twice been 
named “Organization of the Year” by Baseball 
America (2002, 2006).In 2006 the entire Twins 
organization was recognized as the Minneapolis Star 
and Tribune’s “Sports Persons of the Year.”  

The Twins Community Fund was a 2000 
recipient of the Greater Minneapolis Chamber of 
Commerce’s Quality of Life Award and a 2006 
recipient of a Project Evergreen Award.  

In the community, St. Peter serves on the board 
of the Twins community Fund, the Minneapolis 
Downtown Council, the Greater Minneapolis 
Regional Chamber of Commerce, the Bob Allison 
Ataxia Research Center and the Park Nicollet 
Foundation.  

St. Peter was born in Bismarck, North Dakota 
and graduated from the University of North Dakota. 
Dave, his wife, Joanie, son Jack, and twin sons, Eric 
and Ben, make their home in Eden Prairie.  

David St. Peter, Minnesota Twins President, will be the featured 
speaker at the joint Eden Prairie/Chanhassen Lions club meeting 
on February 18th. 

SPECIAL RAFFLE PRIZES 
 

Dave St. Peter has donated two autographed 
baseballs to the EP Lions club for a special raffle. 
The baseballs are signed by two of the Twins players 
who were inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame. 
Raffle tickets will be on sale at the reservations table.  
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President’s Message 
 

 Thanks to the creative skills of Lioness 
Lonnie Anderson, Lioness President Stacy 
Enger, Lioness Laurie Pennebaker, Lioness 
Sharon Peterson, Lioness Kate Friederichs, 
Lioness Peggy Muller and other Lioness’ 
members, our club won the hospitality room 
contest at this year’s Midwinter 5M5 
Convention. The Lioness came up with a drink 
consisting of sake and pineapple juice after 
“many experimental” tasting sessions . Somehow 
the new name for the drink was “Monkey in the 
Bush.” Lion Tom Anderson appeared to e 
driving a Sherman tank due to the amount of 
decorations loaded into his car. Lion President 
Bruce Enger aid his pickup was loaded but 
withstood the weight capacity from the various 
wicker chairs, steel room dividers, as well as 
tables required for the room decorations.  

 Many other clubs may have had larger 
rooms, but Eden Prairie’s was standing room 
only throughout the night. Lion Mike Gruidl  
successfully delivered refreshments for the 
weekend despite the rush to see his favorite 
singer, Barry Manilow in concert. Someone 
removed both the Lions and Lioness banners late 
Friday eve. The Lioness regained their banner for 
a donation to Lions Sight First 2. The Lions 
banner was reclaimed at the Sunday morning 
brunch. As president, I have already begun 
devising a protective case, alarm and locking 
mechanism to prevent this from happening again 
next year.  

 Don’t forget the Minnesota Lions Eye Bank 
at the university. Tour dates: Saturday, April 5 
and Saturday, September 13.  

 ~Lion President Bruce Enger 

For the Schooner 
We welcome your comments and story ideas for the 
Schooner.  Send your comments via email to 
gjschell803@comcast.net.  Stories and material 
should be submitted by the 15th of each month for 
publication in the up-coming month. For further 
activities, check the Lions website: www.eplions.org. 
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February Programs 
 

February 4th – Brian Salisbury, will be the 
featured speaker at the February 4 meeting. Salisbury 
is a member of the Lions Eye Bank Board of 
Directors. He is a trustee for the Eye Bank and the 
Children’s Clinic at the University of Minnesota. 
Salisbury will update the Lion Eye Bank operations 
and take questions from members 

 
February 18th - Dave St. Peter, the Twins 

President, will be the guest speaker at a joint meeting 
with the Chanhassen Lions Club on Monday, 
February 18. 

Lion Bruce Enger, President, and Lion Mike 
Gruidl , program chair, urge members to bring a 
guest to hear this outstanding speaker at the regular 
Monday meeting on February 18, Be sure to get 
dinner table reservations from Lion Jerry Biese, 
secretary. Joining the EP Lions Club for the night 
will be members from the Chanhassen Lions Club. 

In preparation for the Lions International Convention in Bangkok 
the Eden Prairie Lions and Lioness paraded the 5M5 Midwinter 
Convention in an Oriental Dragon Costume.  The Midwinter 
convention was a big success and fun was had by all. 
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A LOVERLY TIME OF YEAR 
 
With Valentine’s Day is so close on the calendar 

and the date reminds us all of love and marriage and 
other such sentimental thoughts. Lion Wilbur 
Gjersvik  and his bride Carol have been married for 
52 years in September 2008. Here are some thoughts 
they have on the subject. 

 
Q: Did you think that when you were married 

you would ever reach a 50th anniversary or 
beyond?  

Wilbur: Well, we have had our ups and downs, 
but mostly ups. I know we will be together until 
death. We met in 1950 when Carol was a sophomore 
at Wells High School. 

Carol: Wilbur was working as a carpenter and 
helping his dad on the farm in Manchester, MN. 
Wilbur drove 25 miles from Manchester to date me. I 
lived on a farm 11 miles south of Wells. His dad 
thought he was crazy to drive so far for a date. 

 
Q: Can you remember special times or special 

days in your marriage?  
Carol: Wilbur served 18 months in the Army in 

Germany after basic training. He was discharged in 
August of 1954. We were engaged a month after that 
and finally wee married on September 2, 1956.   

Wilbur: We lived in Albert Lea the first two 
years of our marriage where Carol worked at Naeve 
Hospital as a bookkeeper and I worked as a union 
carpenter. Our first son, Paul, was born in Naeve 
Hospital. 

 
Q: Do you remember your wedding and what 

was it like?  
Carol: We were married in Wells in the First 

Lutheran Church. At that time a small lunch was 
served. No dances were popular, so we didn’t have a 
dance. 

Wilbur: Our get away was slow because some of 
our wedding guests jacked up the back wheels of our 
car and took the jack handle.  After a long wait, they 
finally gave it back.  

 
Q: When did you come to the Twin Cities? 
Wilbur: Work was scarce in Albert Lea, so we 

moved to the cities in 1958 where there was more 
work.  

Carol: At this time, our second son, Jeff, was 
born at Northwestern Hospital. We are lucky to have 
both sons and their families living close in Chaska. 

 Paul and Terry have two children, Laura, 18 and 
Daniel, 13. Jeff and Becky also have two children, 
Nicholas, 11 and Gina, 9.  

 
Q: What things do you like to do together?  
Carol: Our entertainment was going to dances 

and many movies. Most of the time we had house 
parties and we would bring the children along. Not 
too many baby sitters at that time. 

Wilbur: We also enjoyed snowmobiling. 
Sometimes we would have at least ten snowmobiles 
in our backyard ready to ride.  

 
Q:Was there a special time you remember?  
Carol: One of most successful years was when 

Wilbur was building our house and also working full 
time.  That was quite a project.  

Wilbur: I started building the house in 19862 and 
we moved in January 1963. We are still in the same 
house. 

 
Q: How do you “keep peace” in the family, 

like between the two of you?  
Carol: This is a bad time for that because we are 

making some changes in our kitchen. Of course, there 
are disagreements. My biggest complaint is that 
Wilbur won’t part with any of his tools. I gave him a 
chance to complain, but he is too busy tearing our 
kitchen apart. Good timing on my part!!  

Wilbur: Our kids gave us a lovely 50th 
anniversary party. Both Carol and I like to travel and 
we are planning a trip to  Mazatlan, Mexico with the 
family soon. We do have aches and pains but that can 
be expected at our age!  

Happy Birthday 
Lion Fred Beauvais Feb 03 
Lion Mike Gruidl Feb 03 
Lion Gordon Gilbert Feb 06 
Lion Hawk Nyhammer Feb 14 
Lion Gary Diamond Feb 21 
Lion Bob Krocak Feb 26 
Lion Brian Erickson Feb 29 
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