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“Thanks to all those snow covered people who 
rang bells on Saturday, December 1 for the Salvation 
Army,” said Lion Mike Gust , chair of the annual 
event along with Lioness chair Jean Myers. With 
snow blowing in their faces, temperature not too bad, 
the Lion and Lioness volunteers were there at Cub 
and Wal-Mart and Rainbow to accept the challenge.  

The weather did pose a challenge with snow, 
blowing snow and even sleet forecast. Because of the 
storm, authorities from the Salvation Army shut 
down the collections early. “As the day progressed, 
people were scarcer and scarcer,” said Gust. “They 
got their groceries in a hurry and wanted to get home 
fast.”  

Gust reported that some of the volunteers were 

asked to sing a Christmas song before receiving the 
money in the red kettles.  “You know,” he added, 
“this could lead to a whole new avenue of income 
with a Christmas song album!” Maybe next year! 

Lioness Jean Myers, who coordinates the bell 
ringing with the Salvation Army, reported that the 
Lion, Lioness took in $1,544.93 this year. This 
amount is about half of the normal contributions for 
the day. Myers said that this total was triple-matched 
by a mystery person or company.  

“Your support helped to give a source of hope for 
those in need,” said Gust. “Lions and Lioness do 
make a difference.”  

 
-by Mike Gust, Head Ding-a-Linger 

Lions and Lioness Brave the Snow to Ring the Bells for Charity  

Lioness Vernette Fox, Charlotte Bruening greet donors 

Christmas Carolers entertaining at the December party. Lioness Jo Van Remortel, in charge of the Silent Auction 

Lion Boyd Wasson keeping warm in Eskimo parka 
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President’s Message 
 

 A busy month ahead in January for our club.  
Leading the activity is the Lions District 5M5 
convention the weekend of January 11, 12, 13, at 
the Sheraton Bloomington. Our club will have a 
hospitality room with a Bangkok, Thailand theme 
to reflect the location of this year’s International 
Lions convention this summer. Anyone with 
room decoration ideas can forward them to me. 
Initial write-up abut the “city of excitement” was 
in the  November Lion magazine. 

 The date for the annual Eden Prairie 
/Bloomington Lions’ joint meeting at David 
Fong’s in Bloomington is Wednesday, January 
16. Always top notch speakers at this program as 
in the past: Amy Klobuchar, now a Minnesota 
Senator, and Will Steger, with a fine presentation 
on global warming. There will be no meeting for 
our club on Monday, January 21. 

 Regular meetings for our club begin again on 
Monday, February 4 and 18.   

 Las Vegas Mystery Night starts at2000 for all 
those Lions going on the January 28 flight. Lion 
Vince Immordino says, “Mystery Night will be 
something very special!” There is room for any 
other Lion who might want to attend. Remember 
the slogan, “What happens in Vegas, stays in 
Vegas!” 

 While we’re talking travel, here’s a future 
date to keep in mind: The next Lions club cruise 
date is November 2, 2008. Captain for this event 
is Lion Paul Strot. He reports the same cruise 
line, Norwegian Cruise Line, has been booked 
for a one week sailing out of Barcelona. Spain 
with five stops in Italy and France. Inside rooms 
start at $545 plus tax. Details: Lion Paul Strot. 

 Lion Dennis Tully has the new Lion web 
server up and running. The same email address as 
before and look for the January edition of the 
Schooner there.    

 More future dates. Always an interesting and 
educational tour at the Minnesota Lions Eye 
Bank at the university. Tour dates: Saturday, 
April 5 and Saturday, September 13.  

 ~Lion President Bruce Enger 

January Program 
 

Janury 16th – Joint Meeting with the Bloomington 
Lions Club.  The meeting will be at their meetinh 
location. 

 David Fong’s Restaurant 
 9329 Lyndale Avenue 
 Social at 6 p.m. Dinner at 7.p.m. 
 
Guest speaker will be Wayne Jerde, from the 

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency. Mr. Jerde is the 
marketing development person at the agency. His topic 
will concern the environment and changes occurring 
there and what’s being done about it.  His speech will 
touch upon a variety of subjects including the 
commercial benefits of recycling. 

He will update statistics from the state agency and 
have a slide show about the state’s involvement in the 
program.  
 

For the Schooner 
We welcome your comments and story ideas for the 
Schooner.  Send your comments via email to 
gjschell803@comcast.net.  Stories and material 
should be submitted by the 15th of each month for 
publication in the up-coming month. For further 
activities, check the Lions website: www.eplions.org. 
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Show your Lion’s Pride 
Lion Gary Diamond announced that he will take 

orders for shirts and hats at the Monday, February 4 
meeting. He stated that this will be the last chance to 
order shirts or hats and that payment must 
accompany the order.   See Lion Diamond if you 
need to order items.  
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Camp Eden Wood Slated for 
Improvements If Legislature 
Approves City’s Grant Request 
 

The city of Eden Prairie and Friendship Ventures, 
which operates Camp Eden Wood, have teamed up to 
submit a request for a 2008 State Bonding Bill 
funding for improvements at Camp Eden Wood. The 
request is for $6.2 million for major renovation and 
expansion of the site.  

If approved, the grant would compliment the 
Lions commitment of $50,000 over a five year 
period. The Lions money is being used to upgrade 
and renovate the dormitory building.  Along with 
donated labor from the trade unions, improvements 
were made the past year conforming to the Historical 
Site designation of the building. Work will continue 
to be done on the building this spring and summer.  

Camp Eden Wood now serves about 1,200 
people a year from all over the state. From June 
through August about 300 people are registered when 
campers can be accommodated for several days or a 
weekend.  Presently the camp has 32 beds for 
campers and would expand to 100 beds if state funds 
are granted.  

Last July four members from the Lions Board of 
Directors met with city officials and Friendship 
Venture officers to listen and to look at the plan and 
improvements to be made if the grant goes through. 
A major goal of the plan is to make the camp more 
appealing year round for meetings by other groups.  
Updating parking lots and constructing new ones, 
landscaping, other building improvements, and to 
improve the entrance to the camp are included in the 
overall plan.   

General site improvements planned include a 
group games area for basketball, volleyball, archery, 
and more; a picnic type shelter; group and evening 
uses need improvement; and the entire lake area 
needs evaluation.   

City Manager Scott Neal urged legislators,  who 
visited the Camp Eden wood site, to include funds for 
the camp in the next state bonding bill. This would 
make the money available to design work in 2008 
and to begin construction in 2009, completing it a 
year later.   “We think it’s a good investment of our 
state public money, Neal said.  

Members of the Lions Board of Directors who 
heard the proposals and talked with city and Camp 
Eden Wood officials agreed.  “The money, if 
approved, would be well deserved and well spent,” 
said Lion Mike Gust . “This camp could become a 
real jewel for the city and for the state.” 

Happy Birthday 
Lion Gary Pennebaker Jan 04 
Lion Gary Stevens Jan 08 
Lion Jignesh Rangwala Jan 14 
Lion Bob Gibson Jan 17 

Lion Memorial Update 
 

During late afternoon, December 4, the Lions 
Memorial planning committee met with Jay 
Lothammer, Eden Prairie Director of Parks and 
Recreation, and Stu Fox, Parks Manager about the 
location of the Memorial in Round Lake Park.  
Committee members were Lion Luther Nelson, 
Lion Boyd Wasson and Lion Mike Gust .  

A first step was the city approval of the location 
of the memorial and general aspects of the 
construction. Luther Nelson will be preparing a 
layout on an aerial view of the site for further 
discussion and approval. The site is located between 
the tennis courts, the picnic shelter and the road. The 
memorial when completed will be visible to motor 
traffic and pedestrian traffic.  

The committee will be obtaining at least two bids 
for the construction of the memorial anticipated early 
next spring. The county and the city will split the cost 
of reconstruction per the contract when Lil’ Red 
intersection was rebuilt. This required removal of the 
memorial.  

One of the Camp Eden Wood dormitory buildings slated for 
remodeling.  The object of the remodeling is to increase 
capacity for overnight campers. 
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